Minebea organizes the Anti-CFC Committee
with the aim of phasing out the use of speci-
fied chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and ethane
as cleaning agents.

Minebea represents Japanese corporationsin
Thailand at the Japan-U.S. Stratospheric
Ozone Protection Conference, where it dis-
plays a proprietary washing technology that
uses purified and deoxidized water rather
than specified CFCs or ethane.

Minebea becomes the first bearing manufac-
turer in the world to completely eliminate
specified CFCs and ethane from all
production processes.

(Note: Minebeainstalled its water-based washing system at
all of itsplants, at atotal cost of ¥5.0 hillion, enabling it to
terminate use of approximately 145 tons of specified CFCs
and 325 tons of ethane monthly worldwide.)

The Anti-CFC Committee is replaced by the
Environmental Protection Committee.

Minebea displays its water-based washing
technology at the Ozone Layer Protection
Seminar, sponsored by Japan’s Ministry of
International Trade and Industry (the present
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry).

Minebea formulates its own
“Charter for Environmental
Protection.”

Minebea s Thai subsidiaries and the parent
company receive the Stratospheric Ozone Pro-
tection Award from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

Goro Ogino, then
president of Minebea,
receivesthe U.S. EPA’s
Stratospheric Ozone
Protection Award

for individuals.

Stratospheric Ozone
Protection Award

Minebea Electronics & Hi-Tech Components
(Shanghai) Ltd. establishes the Shanghai—
Minebea Environmental Protection Fund,
aimed at protecting the quality of the water
in Lake Daishan-hu and the lake’ s surround-
ing environment, becoming the first foreign-
capitalized company in Shanghai to establish
an environmental protection fund. (As of
June 2003, the fund is Rmb 11.0 million,
approximately US$1.3 million.)

Minebea finalizes plans to obtain
certification, the 1SO’s standard
for environmental management systems, at
al its plants and begins construction of an
environmental management system.

The Karuizawa Manufacturing Unit—the
principal parent plant—and U.K. subsidiary
Rose Bearings Ltd."s Lincoln plant become
the first bearing production facilities to
obtain certification.

The Minebea Group is selected as winner of
the U.S. EPA’s Best-of-the-Best Stratospheric
Ozone Protection Award.

All of Minebea’s plantsin Thailand obtain
certification simultaneously.

Minebea Electronics & Hi-Tech Components
(Shanghai)’ s two plants obtain
certification.

All of Minebed s plantsin Singapore obtain
certification.

German subsidiary PMDM obtains
certification.

Goro Ogino, then president of Minebea,
receives the City of Shanghai’s Shanghai
Environmental Protection Award, in
recognition of his contributions to
environmental preservation in the city.

Japanese subsidiaries NMB Electro Precision,
Inc., and Minebea Onkyo Co., Ltd. (R&D
Center), obtain certification.

The Hamamatsu Manufacturing Unit, the
parent plant for electronic components,
obtains certification.

The Fujisawa and Omori Manufacturing
units obtain certification.

The Kyoto Manufacturing Unit obtains
certification.

Rose Bearings Ltd."s Skegness plant obtains
certification.

U.S. subsidiary New Hampshire Ball
Bearings, Inc.’s Peterborough plant obtains
certification.

U.K. subsidiary NMB (U.K.) Ltd.’s
Inchinnan Keyboard Printing plant obtains
certification.

The Shanghai—Minebea Environmental
Protection Fund isincreased to Rmb 11.0
million (approximately US$1.3 million),
from Rmb 7.5 million (approximately
US$900 thousand).

U.S subsidiary Hansen Corporation obtains
certification.

U.S. subsidiary New Hampshire Ball
Bearings, Inc.’s Chatsworth plant obtains
certification.

U.S. subsidiary New Hampshire Ball Bear-
ings, Inc.’s Laconia plant obtains
certification. All Minebea Group plants
worldwide are now -certified.



Takahashi Foundation students on a Minebea plant tour

Baseball game during the XI11 Asian Games
Bangkok (ASIAD 98)

Minebea President Tsugio Yamamoto at a ceremony to

commemor ateincreasing the amount of the Shanghai—-Minebea
Environmental Protection Fund, in May 2001

Sapling donation ceremony at the Shanghai Sapling Center






