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For the first quarter of the fiscal year ending March 31, 2015, net sales were 99,531 million
yen, an increase of 16.7% from the same period last year and an increase of 6.3% over the
previous quarter. Operating income jumped to 10,524 million yen, 3.0 times what it was for
the same period last year and an increase of 18.5% from the previous quarter. Net income
also jumped to 6,831 million yen, 2.4 times that of the same period last year and an increase
of 36.7% from the previous quarter. Net sales, operating income and ordinary income for the
quarter all hit record highs since we started announcing quarterly results in 2001.
The major factor driving performance up was increasing demand for a number of different
ball bearings and motors as a result of the upturn in the global economy. On top of that, our
LED backlight sales and profits are surging due to Minebea’s increasing share of the growing
market for high‐end smart phones.
We estimate foreign currency translations have resulted in a year‐on‐year gain in net sales of
approximately 4.0 billion yen, but down 0.8 billion yen from the previous quarter. Currency
translations have yielded a year‐on‐year operating income gain of approximately 3.4 billion
yen, but down 0.2 billion yen from the previous quarter.
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In the first quarter of the fiscal year ending March 2015, sales were up 6.3% from the
previous quarter to total 99.5 billion yen. It was a record high surpassing the previous fiscal
year’s third quarter total, due to increased sales volumes across many product lines. Net
sales have continued to climb year‐on‐year for the last nine quarters. We expect that
demand will continue to rise for ball bearings and LED backlights especially, which will drive
sales up even further.

2

Operating income for the first quarter increased by 1.6 billion yen to total 10.5 billion yen, a
new record high surpassing the former record set in the third quarter of last fiscal year. Our
operating margin improved 1.1 percentage points from the previous quarter to hit 10.6%.
Operating income, which has continued to increase year‐on‐year for the last four quarters,
was also up month on month during the first quarter.

3

First quarter net sales for the Machined Components business segment rose 0.2% from the
previous quarter to total 36.6 billion yen. Operating income was up 0.6% from the previous
quarter to reach 9.6 billion yen and the operating margin was 26.1%, up 0.1 percentage
points. Net sales and operating income of ball bearings and pivot assemblies increased, but
those of rod‐ends and fasteners decreased, offsetting most of the increases. Compared to
the same period last year, however, due mainly to continued strong demand growth in ball
bearings, the segment net sales increased 7.4% and operating income jumped 38.7%.
Sales of ball bearings increased 2.0% from the previous quarter to total 20.7 billion yen.
External shipment volume, buoyed by soaring demand, hit record highs in May and again in
June. Demand surged mainly in China for a variety of different applications such as server fan
motors, automobiles, office automation equipment and automated teller machines. We
expect the external shipment volume to be high in the September quarter as well.
Sales and profits of rod‐ends and fasteners declined from the previous quarter because U.S.
government’s defense budget cuts affected our U.S. subsidiary. We would like to work on
improving this business unit’s top and bottom lines. Our aim is to realize synergy among the
four global production locations as demand from the civil aviation industry continues to
increase steadily.
Sales of HDD pivot assemblies rose 3.4% from the previous quarter to hit 9.2 billion yen. We
were able to earn steady profits due to our high market share as the HDD market was a bit
stronger than we had expected.
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In the Electronic Devices and Components business segment, first quarter net sales totaled
62.7 billion yen, an increase of 10.3% from the previous quarter. Operating income jumped
32.5% from the previous quarter to hit 3.0 billion yen. The operating margin was 4.8%, 0.8
percentage points better than the previous quarter.
Sales of motors increased 6.0% from the previous quarter to reach 37.2 billion yen as sales
for most motors increased due to the global economic recovery. Profits from motors
increased due to higher sales as well as lower fixed costs and a smaller loss at Moatech after
restructuring last fiscal year.
Sales of electronic devices increased 25.6% from the previous quarter to reach 21.6 billion
yen. LED backlights, which generated approximately 80% of this unit’s revenue, gained a
bigger slice of the high‐end slim smart phone market. LED backlight sales and profits
increased from the previous quarter. A wider customer base lifted April and May sales higher
than what we had initially targeted. In June, production for a major customer’s new model
kicked off and fixed costs increased for newly expanded capacity and increased employees.
As we have expanded our production capacity in China, Cambodia and Thailand, we expect
significantly higher sales mainly from a big customer and even higher profits in the
September quarter.
Net sales of measuring components declined 6.9% from the previous quarter to hit 2.7
billion yen while profits remained flat.
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Net income for the first quarter was up 1.8 billion yen from the previous quarter to total 6.8
billion yen as operating income increased. As for major extraordinary losses, we had a 1.3
billion yen loss from a sale of a U.S. motor subsidiary in which foreign currency translation
losses were realized and a 0.3 billion yen loss from Moatech restructuring. Net income
continued to increase year‐on‐year for the last five quarters with net income per share now
totaling 18.3 yen.
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First quarter SG&A expenses decreased 0.1 billion yen from the previous quarter to total
13.8 billion yen despite of the jump in sales. The SG&A expenses‐to‐sales ratio also dropped
1.0 percentage points to 13.8%. These decreases were due mainly to fixed cost reductions as
we worked to cut expenses although transportation costs increased as sales increased.
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Higher sales pushed inventories up 3.7 billion yen above last fiscal year‐end’s total to hit 67.4
billion yen.
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Capital expenditures for the first quarter came to 6.6 billion yen while depreciation and
amortization expenses for the period totaled 5.9 billion yen.
We will curb capital spending as much as possible this fiscal year and try to improve our
financial position since we already aggressively expanded our capacity in growth areas over
the three years leading up to the fiscal year ended March 2013.
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Net interest‐bearing debts, which are interest‐bearing debts minus cash and cash
equivalents, totaled 108.3 billion yen at the end of the first quarter, down 1.6 billion yen
from the end of the previous fiscal year. This decrease was due to an increase in net income
that was partly offset by cash needs for bonus and dividend payments. Free cash flow for the
quarter was a positive 4.1 billion yen. We expect a positive free cash flow of 30.0 billion yen
for this fiscal year due to an increase in net income.
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We have made an upward revision to the forecast for this fiscal year, which was announced
in May, since the first quarter results were better than initially projected. While we did not
make any changes to the second half forecast, we now expect to see higher‐than‐projected
record high net sales and net income this fiscal year. This uptick will come from increased
external shipment volume of ball bearings, our anchor product line, higher sales of LED
backlights, better profitability in our motor businesses and more.
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This slide shows the revised forecasts by business segment.
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Considering our strong earnings, we decided to increase both the interim dividend and year‐
end dividend forecasts from the 4 yen per share we projected in the beginning of this fiscal
year to 5 yen per share, raising them by 1 yen each. The annual total dividend forecast will
be 10 yen per share.
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